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About the guidance
◻  Why the guidance develop:- The Initiative for Climate 

Action Transparency (ICAT) aims to help countries assess 
the impacts of their climate actions and support greater 
transparency, effectiveness, trust and ambition in climate 
policies worldwide.

◻ The ICAT series of guidance documents is designed 
with countries’ needs in mind with a focus on 
methodologies for the assessment of the GHG 
reduction, sustainable development and 
transformational change impacts of policies and actions. 

◻ ICAT integrates methodological guidance; capacity 
building and knowledge sharing to strengthen the 
transparency and effectiveness of climate policies and 
actions.

◻ Agriculture policy guidance is primarily designed to assess 
specific policy instruments and associated mitigation 
practices and/or technologies in the agriculture sector.



About the guidance
◻ Purpose of the guidance:- provides 

methodological guidance for assessing the 
GHG impacts of agriculture policies that 
enable or incentivize mitigation practices or 
technologies.

◻ Scope of the guidance :- the guidance 
provide principles, concepts and procedures 
for estimating GHG impacts of agricultural 
policies that mitigate GHG emissions from the 
enteric fermentation  and  soli carbon pool 
sources 



About the guidance
◻ Enteric fermentation: Reduce methane (CH4) 

emissions in ruminant livestock through activities such 
as improving feeding strategies, improving herd 
management and breeding 

◻ Soil carbon pool: Increase carbon sequestration in 
soils in pasture, grazing lands or croplands through 
activities such as switching to no-till or conservation 
tillage agriculture, agricultural residue management 
or agroforestry. 

◻  Intended users :- The primary intended users are 
developing country governments and their partners 
who are implementing and assessing agriculture 
policies.

◻ Intended users also includes policymakers 
and practitioners seeking to estimate 
GHG mitigation impacts in the context;
✔ NDC development and implementation,

✔ National low carbon strategies, 

✔ NAMAs and other mechanisms. 

❑  The guidance applicable to policies at:-
✔ At any level of government (federal, region or 

city)

✔ That are planned ,adopted or implemented

✔  The are new policies or extensions 



About the guidance
◻ When to use the guidance:- The guidance can be 

used at multiple points in time throughout a policy 
design and implementation process, including: 

•Before policy implementation: To assess the expected 
future impacts of a policy (through ex-ante assessment) 

•During policy implementation: To assess the achieved 
impacts to date, ongoing performance of key 
performance indicators, and expected future impacts of 
a policy 

•After policy implementation: To assess what impacts 
have occurred as a result of a policy (through ex-post 
assessment) 

◻ Intended users also includes policymakers 
and practitioners seeking to estimate 
GHG mitigation impacts in the context;
✔ NDC development and implementation,

✔ National low carbon strategies, 

✔ NAMAs and other mechanisms. 

❑  The guidance applicable to policies at:-
✔ At any level of government (federal, region or 

city)

✔ That are planned ,adopted or implemented

✔  The are new policies or extensions 



Piloting the guidance
Overview of steps 

Basic Steps Followed

❑ Objectives of estimating GHG impacts

❑ Steps and assessment principles

❑ Program/ policy descriptions

❑ Identifying impacts:  The causal chain

❑ Estimating the baseline scenario and 
emissions 

❑ Estimating GHG impacts ex-ante

❑ Monitoring performance over time



Piloting the guidance
❑ Objectives of estimating GHG impacts

1) Improving program and project design 
and implementation, assess financing and 
inform policy selection as well as 

2) Feed into the ICAT on the current 
guideline to further enhance it. 

 

◻ Our approach on the piloting of the 
Agriculture Guidance will be to look at 
before policy implementation. 



Piloting the guidance
❑ Steps and assessment principles

1. Engagement with Ministry of Agriculture
2. Identification of agriculture sector 

mitigation actions
3. Identification of policies/programs/and 

projects
4. Preparation of casual chain
5. Preparation of program/project 

checklist
6. Preparation of report
7. Stakeholder engagement with Ministry 

of Agriculture 



Piloting the guidance
❑ Program/ policy descriptions
The list of program/ project looked at 
are:  

RPLRP (Regional Pastoral Livelihood 
Resilience Project)

SLMPII (Sustainable Land Management 
Project)

AGP II (Agricultural Growth Program)

PASDIP (Participatory Small scale Irrigation 
Development Programme)

PSNP IV (Production Safety Net 
Programme)



Piloting the guidance
❑ Program/ policy descriptions



The Casual Chain- SLMP



The Casual Chain- AGP



Piloting the guidance
❑ Estimating the baseline scenario and 

emissions 
SLMP II Program

Action: Integrated Watershed and Landscape Management

Assumption: No change scenario is used for the baseline scenario 
since the implementation is at small scale level and there is won’t be 
a significant change during the implementation phase. 

Activity Data and Unit of Measurement:

Total land area in hectares (individual and communal) brought under 
a catchment management system as a result of the project. This 
indicator refers to mainly closed areas covered with trees and 
managed by user groups

Baseline 
(2013)

Implementation period
Total2014 2015 2016 2017 2018

300,000 400,000 600,000 800,000 910,000 910,000 3,620,000



Piloting the guidance
❑ Estimating the baseline scenario and 

emissions 
Result of baseline emission 



Piloting the guidance
❑ Estimating GHG impacts ex-ante

SLMP II Program

Action: Integrated Watershed and Landscape 
Management



Piloting the guidance
❑ Estimating GHG impacts ex-ante

SLMP II Program

Action: Integrated Watershed and Landscape 
Management



Piloting the guidance
❑ Estimating GHG impacts ex-ante

SLMP II Program

Action: Integrated Watershed and Landscape 
Management



Piloting the guidance
❑ Monitoring performance over time

Action: Integrated Watershed and Landscape 
Management



Piloting the guidance
❑ Monitoring performance over time

Monitoring Plan (GHG Reporting)

Project/
Program Action

Indicator and 
unit

Potential 
sources of 

data
Parameter 

type
Monitoring 
frequency Responsible Remark

AGP II
Small scale 
irrigation

Area provided 
with irrigation 
and drainage 
services (ha) 
(Hectare (Ha))

Annual 
report;
Program 
Design 
Document;

Activity 
Data Annual

AGP Program Office
MoA, CRGE 
Directorate;
EFCCC  

SLMP IV

Integrated 
Watershed 
and 
Landscape 
Managemen
t

Total land area 
in hectares

Annual 
report;
Program 
Design 
Document;

Activity 
Data Annual

SLMP Program Office
MoA, CRGE 
Directorate;
EFCCC  



Lesson learned 
◻ Should MoA take program/projects approach?

CRGE 
Directorate

SLMP 
II

AGP II
PSNP 

IV

◻ Advantage: Better and reliable data, no additional data collection

◻ Challenge: Woreda overlap/ double counting



Lesson learned 
◻ Should MoA take action based approach?

Mechanization, irrigation etc. 

CRGE 
Directorate

Action 1: 
Mechanization

2: watershed 
management

3. Irrigation

◻ Advantage: easier to show progress by CRGE/NDC Action
◻ Challenge: Difficult to collect data, verification


