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Executive Summary

Better data collection mechanism for GHG inventories, especially for non-Annex |
parties under UNFCCC convention, is needed now more than ever. According to the
Katowice Climate Package, Parties are required to use the 2006 IPCC Guidelines for
National Greenhouse Gas Inventories (here-under referred to as "2006 IPCC
Guidelines™). Therefore, China, as one of non-Annex | Parties, needs to improve its
domestic capacity on the transition to use the 2006 IPCC Guidelines from the 1996
IPCC Guidelines for National Greenhouse Gas Inventories (here-under referred to as
"1996 IPCC Guidelines"). This Recommendations for Data Collection Mechanism is
to support the data collection activities and to provide specific suggestions on data
collection mechanisms to make China's National Greenhouse Gas Inventories in
compliance with the 2006 IPCC Guidelines.

One of the initial steps is to identify current obstacles to the gathering of activity data
and emission factors that are necessary to comply with the new guidelines. This paper
briefly analyses the emerging challenges and suggests the next steps and solutions for
data collection in each sector based on the 1996 IPCC Guidelines structure, namely
Energy, Industrial Processes and Product Use (here-under referred to as "IPPU"),
Agriculture, Land Use and Change and Forestry (here-under referred to as "LUCF"),
and Waste.

Overall, the current obstacles for the transition to the new IPCC guidelines include lack
of data for new categories, data inconsistency among different agencies, lack of
parameters for higher tier methods, as well as insufficient investigation under the
existing system. The data collection methods identified in this paper include not only
primary data collection via specific survey, but also secondary data collection from
government agencies and research institutions.
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