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Executive Summary

The United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (the Convention)
clearly stipulates certain obligations of parties to report on information of
implementation in Article 12. Over the past 20 years, the rules of transparency under
the Convention have undergone significant transformation. The “Cancun Agreement”
achieved in 2010 added the biennial reporting and review system. Article 13 of the
Paris Agreement adopted at the end of 2015 clearly established an “enhanced
transparency framework” (the “ETF"). In 2018, Katowice Climate Change
Conference adopted the “Modalities, procedures and guidelines for the transparency
framework for action and support referred to in Article 13 of the Paris Agreement”
(the “MPGs”) as the implementation rules, formally formed the post-2020 ETF. The
ETF sets new requirements for parties’ relevant information reports, technical reviews
and multilateral assessments. It is conducive to improving the quality of parties’
compliance reports, monitoring and promoting performance of treaty obligations, as
well as enhancing mutual trust in multilateral mechanisms of global climate
governance.

The MPGs specify the ETF requirements for parties in areas of strengthening the
methodology of GHG inventories and finance reporting, strengthening the frequency
of inventory reporting, strengthening the level of detail in the report content, form
change of expert review as well as strengthening the scope of multilateral
assessments.

The establishment of an enhanced transparency framework poses new challenges
for many developing countries. This report first made detailed analysis of the
requirements raised in the ETF for both international and domestic levels. Then by
reviewing the status quo of China’s compliance on rules of transparency, this report
identified gaps and challenges to achieve high-quality compliance. Finally this report
made working recommendations to improve China’s compliance on transparency in
terms of preparing national GHG inventory, reporting NDC progress, providing
information on climate impacts and adaptation, supports provided and needs as well
as participating facilitative sharing of views, etc.
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